Uncommon Wealth Building
Wisdom — The Benchmark

There is a common trait that shows up on the road to building
your wealth. This trait shows up as you continue to add to your
investment portfolio. You do have an investment portfolio don’t
you? And don’'t even start the blame game when this trait is
revealed in just a moment.

Here is what this is all about: in a word, Benchmarks. In and of
itself, a benchmark would seem to be an important part of
evaluating the performance of your investment portfolio. And,
truth be told, if there were actually one accepted benchmark
that could be universally applied, that might actually work. But
the reality is that investment performance is not so simple.

Get a better benchmark

Instead of always trying to play catchup with an industry
benchmark, there is a better strategy. A strategy that will
allow you to grow and expand your portfolio over time without
freaking out every time you see your portfolio statement.

Lessons From The Diet World

You are barely into the entryway of the store before you notice
the section with the largest selection of books. Yep, it’s
weight loss.

Here’s an analogy that illustrates the point being made here.
Head into any neighborhood Barnes & Noble or similar bookstore.
You are barely into the entryway of the store before you notice
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the section with the largest selection of books. Yep, it'’s
weight loss. The point for you to see here is that if there were
one diet that worked for everyone and every circumstance there
would not be such a wide selection of diet books on those
shelves.

The exact same concept applies to the world of investing. You
can prove this for yourself with a quick Google search. Search
for investment benchmarks and you get something like 26 Million
Search Engine result pages. Obviously there are not that many
ways to measure the performance of your investments, but still,
the point should be glaringly obvious.

What “They” Say

Now take a look at the world of investments. Suppose you have a
diversified investment portfolio that you have been funding for
a few years. What do “they” tell you to look at? Most often,
investors are told to compare the performance of their portfolio
to that of a major benchmark. You might even discover that your
financial advisor is using this benchmark to demonstrate how
well you are doing. Suppose your portfolio is being compared to
the S&P 500.

Actually, the S&P 500 is a commonly used portfolio performance
comparison benchmark. How does this show up in the real world?
Suppose you pay for the services of a personal financial
advisor. Your advisor might send you a glowing report this
quarter indicating that your investments outperformed the S&P
500. Wow! Your advisor is a genius. How about if you send in
some more money?

Hold on a sec! What about the other side of this equation?
Suppose, the next quarter you get a different letter. This time
your advisor is lamenting the fact that for some inexplicable



reason your portfolio lagged the S&P 500. Now what? Is your
advisor an idiot? Or is there something else going on here?

Wrong Benchmarks

You see, the reality is that if the last scenario turned out to
be true, you might not have reacted so well. In fact, you may
have found your self dialing your advisor to find out what
the is going on here?

What’'s going on here is you are engaged in a comparison game
that does not make sense over time. As you have probably noticed
by now, the market goes up and the market goes down.
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